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Award of Excellence in Arts Education




INSTRUCTIONS

The Connecticut Arts Administrators Association Award of Excellence in Arts Education is given to CAAA current member districts that act as models for arts education programs in the State of Connecticut. The district should provide a well-rounded arts program (Visual Arts, Music, Dance or Theater) at all levels of instruction. This application is designed to recognize each area of arts instruction separately or with any combination of the four areas of arts instruction.

The application materials and information should provide a profile of your district’s arts program and will also offer you an opportunity to comment on characteristics that are especially important to your local program.

The quality of the written document will have an influence on how the review committee evaluates your program, so please make sure that all areas of the application have been completely and accurately completed. Incomplete applications will not be considered.

Any district receiving the CAAA Award of Excellence in Arts Education may not reapply for a period of five years.  

Please keep the following in mind when completing the application:

· All responses must be typed in a 12 pt. font.
· Any additional materials must be no larger than 8.5 x11.
· All questions on the application must be answered regardless of any supportive materials included in your packet.
· All applications must be signed with the appropriate signatures. Electronic signatures accepted.
· Applicants must use the statistics for the current school year. Applications will be reviewed in May/June and will be announced soon after the start of the following school year. 
· Applicants or their district must be current CAAA members.




APPLICATION FORM

[bookmark: Text1]Name of School District:      

Address:      

Arts Administrators or District Arts Leaders and Titles:      

District DRG:	        
(Identify your DRG) http://www.csde.state.ct.us/public/csde/reports/ERGbyDistrict.asp

Name of Applicant:      

Phone # of Applicant:      

Address of Applicant:	     	

Email of Applicant:      

Signature of Applicant:      

Name of Superintendent:      

Signature of Superintendent:      

Address of Superintendent:      

Email of Superintendent:      


Deadline for Submission is April 2, 2012
All applications must be postmarked or emailed by the deadline date in order to be considered.

Return Completed Application to:
Richard Sadlon
CAAA Review Committee
80 High School Lane
Darien, CT 06820

Please direct any questions to Rick Sadlon at: RSadlon@darienps.org or 203-655-3981 ext: 2329.



Section I

SCHOOL DISTRICT OVERVIEW


1.  Describe how your school district is organized. e.g., K-5, 6-8, 9-12, etc.
      

2.  What is the total school district enrollment in K-12?       

3. What is the total number of arts teachers or FTE in your district?      
(If applying in only one area, only those numbers are necessary.)

Content Area	      FTE	Professional Organization Affiliation 
Music:    			How many are CMEA members?      
Art:  				How many are CAEA members?                 
Theater/Drama:		How many are CDA members?         
Dance: 			How many are CDA/NDEO members?       


4. [bookmark: Check1][bookmark: Check2]Does your school district support your curriculum with adequate teaching supplies and equipment?     |_| Yes		|_| No

5.  Are all students in grades K-8 required to enroll in art/music classes?
[bookmark: Check3][bookmark: Check4]|_| Yes		|_| No

6. Are the students in grades 9-12 required to take credits in the arts?
[bookmark: Check5][bookmark: Check6]|_| Yes 	|_| No		How many?      

7. [bookmark: Check7][bookmark: Check8]Are all of the Music/Art/Theater/Dance (choose one) teachers in your district CT certified teachers?         |_| Yes 	|_| No
If not, explain which courses or classes are taught by other than Connecticut certified arts teachers.       


Section IIa

SCHOOL DISTRICT MUSIC PROGRAM

1. [bookmark: Check9][bookmark: Check10] Does your district have and follow a standards-based district-wide music curriculum for all areas of music instruction?      |_| Yes	|_| No 

2.  What is the date of the most recent revision to your district’s music curricula?      
[bookmark: Check11][bookmark: Check12]       Was it approved and adopted by your School Board?  |_| Yes       |_| No 

3. [bookmark: Check13][bookmark: Check14]Do your music teachers engage in district-sponsored, music-related professional development?   |_| Yes       |_| No

4. If yes in #3, list three “in-district” professional development sessions offered to the music teachers over the past year.
Title			Presenter
1.      			     
2.      			     
3.      			     
5. How does your district encourage music staff participation in professional conferences? (check all which apply)
|_|	Provides release days
|_|	Payment for conference registration
|_|	Payment for professional organization memberships

6. [bookmark: Check18][bookmark: Check19]Does your school district have a Music Department leadership position(s)?                     |_| Yes      |_| No        If yes, check those that apply : 
[bookmark: Check21][bookmark: Check22][bookmark: Check23][bookmark: Check24]|_| Director  |_|Coordinator  |_| School Level Department Chair,   |_|092 certification is required 
[bookmark: Check25]|_| District allows release time   |_|Observes and formally evaluates music staff

7. Do your music students and staff participate in CMEA/MENC/CAAA sponsored events? 
[bookmark: Check26][bookmark: Check27]|_|Yes  |_| No    If so, which events?      

8. Does your music department have required district-wide common assessments?   
[bookmark: Check30][bookmark: Check31]       |_|Yes    |_|No   In what areas of instruction?      
[bookmark: Check28][bookmark: Check29]Is data analyzed and used to inform instruction?  |_|Yes   |_| No 

9. [bookmark: Check32][bookmark: Check33]Does your district provide dedicated classroom space to carry out your intended music curriculum?   |_|Yes    |_| No    If no, explain.      

10. How does your district music budget support your music program?
[bookmark: Check34][bookmark: Check35]Check all that apply: 	|_| District Budget			|_|Corporate Sponsorship
[bookmark: Check36][bookmark: Check37]			|_| Educational Foundations/Grants   |_|Parental Support Groups


Section IIb

SCHOOL DISTRICT VISUAL ART PROGRAM

1. [bookmark: Check38][bookmark: Check39] Does your district have and follow a standards-based district-wide art curriculum for all areas of visual arts instruction?   |_| Yes    |_| No

2. What is the date of the most recent revision to your district’s visual arts curricula?      
[bookmark: Check40][bookmark: Check41]Was it approved and adopted by your School Board?   |_| Yes      |_| No

3. Do your art teachers engage in art-related, district-sponsored professional development?
[bookmark: Check42][bookmark: Check43]|_| Yes     |_| No

4. If yes in #3, list three “in-district” professional development sessions offered to art teachers over the past school year.
Title			Presenter
1.      			     
2.      			     
3.      			     
5. How does your district encourage art staff participation in professional conferences?
(check all which apply)
|_|	Provides release days
|_|	Payment for conference registration
|_|	Payment for professional organization memberships

6. Does your school district have an Art Department leadership position(s)?
[bookmark: Check47][bookmark: Check48]          |_| Yes     |_| No         If yes, check all those that apply: 
[bookmark: Check49][bookmark: Check50][bookmark: Check51][bookmark: Check52]    |_| Director, |_|Coordinator,  |_| School Level Department Chair,   |_|092 certification is required 
[bookmark: Check53][bookmark: Check54]     |_|  District allows release time,   |_| Observes and formally evaluates art staff
  
7. Do your art students and staff participate in CAEA/NAEA/CAAA, sponsored events?
[bookmark: Check55][bookmark: Check56]    |_| Yes     |_|No   If so, which events     

8. [bookmark: Check57][bookmark: Check58]Does your art department have district developed and/or required common assessments?         |_|Yes     |_| No        In what areas       
[bookmark: Check59][bookmark: Check60]Is data analyzed and used to inform instruction?  |_|Yes       |_| No 

9. [bookmark: Check61][bookmark: Check62]Does your district provide adequate classroom space to carry out your intended visual arts curriculum?  |_|Yes     |_| No.      If no, explain.      

10. How does your district art budget support your art program?
[bookmark: Check63][bookmark: Check64]Check all that apply: 	|_| District Budget			|_|Corporate Sponsorship
[bookmark: Check65][bookmark: Check66]			|_| Educational Foundations/Grants   |_|Parental Support Groups


Section IIc

SCHOOL DISTRICT THEATER/DRAMA PROGRAM

1. [bookmark: Check67][bookmark: Check68] Does your district have and follow a standards-based district-wide Theater/Drama curriculum for all areas of theater/drama instruction?  |_| Yes        |_| No 

2. [bookmark: Check69][bookmark: Check70]What is the date of the most recent revision to your district’s Theater/Drama curricula?       Was it approved and adopted by your School Board?    |_| Yes    |_| No

3. [bookmark: Check71][bookmark: Check72]Do your Theater/Drama teachers engage in district-sponsored, content related professional development?      |_| Yes      |_| No 

4. If yes in #3, list three “in-district” professional development sessions offered to theater/drama teachers over the past school year.
Title			Presenter
1.      				     
2.      				     
3.      				     
5. How does your district encourage theater/drama staff participation in professional conferences? (check all which apply)
|_|	Provides release days
|_|	Payment for conference registration
|_|	Payment for professional organization memberships

6. Does your school district have a Theater/Drama Department leadership position(s)?
[bookmark: Check76][bookmark: Check77]        |_| Yes      |_| No   If yes, check all those that apply : 
[bookmark: Check78][bookmark: Check79][bookmark: Check80][bookmark: Check81]  |_| Director, |_|Coordinator, |_| School Level Department Chair,  |_|092 certification is required ,
[bookmark: Check82][bookmark: Check83]   |_| District allows release time,   |_| Observes and formally evaluates theater/drama staff
  
7. Do your students and/or staff participate in CDA/CAAA, sponsored events?
[bookmark: Check84][bookmark: Check85] |_| Yes      |_| No        If so, which events      

8. [bookmark: Check86][bookmark: Check87]Does your Theater/Drama Department have district developed and/or required common assessments?  |_| Yes      |_| No       In what areas?        
[bookmark: Check88][bookmark: Check89]Is data analyzed and used to inform instruction?  |_| Yes       |_| No

9. [bookmark: Check90][bookmark: Check91]Does your district provide adequate classroom space to carry out your intended theater/drama curriculum?  |_| Yes     |_| No       If no, explain      

10. How does your district theater/drama budget support your theater/drama program?
[bookmark: Check92][bookmark: Check93]Check all that apply: 	|_| District Budget			|_|Corporate Sponsorship
[bookmark: Check94][bookmark: Check95]			|_| Educational Foundations/Grants   |_|Parental Support Groups


Section IId

SCHOOL DISTRICT DANCE PROGRAM

1. [bookmark: Check96][bookmark: Check97] Does your district have and follow a standards-based district-wide Dance curriculum for all areas of dance instruction?  |_| Yes      |_| No 

2. [bookmark: Check98][bookmark: Check99]What is the date of the most recent revision to your district’s Dance curricula?      . Was it approved and adopted by your School Board?     |_| Yes     |_| No 

3. [bookmark: Check100][bookmark: Check101]Do your Dance teachers engage in district-sponsored, content related professional development?       |_| Yes        |_| No

4. If yes in #3, list three “in-district” professional development sessions offered to Dance teachers over the past school year.
Title			Presenter
1.      			     
2.      			     
3.      			     
5. How does your district encourage Dance staff participation in professional conferences?
(check all which apply)
|_|	Provides release days
|_|	Payment for conference registration
|_|	Payment for professional organization memberships

6. Does your school district have a Dance Department leadership position(s)?
[bookmark: Check105][bookmark: Check106]        |_| Yes     |_| No       If yes, check all those that apply: 
[bookmark: Check107][bookmark: Check108][bookmark: Check109][bookmark: Check110]  |_|Director, |_|Coordinator,      |_| School Level Department Chair,      |_|092 certification is required 
[bookmark: Check111][bookmark: Check112]   |_| District allows release time,     |_| Observes and formally evaluates dance staff

7. [bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Do your dance students and staff participate in any CDA sponsored events?  
[bookmark: Check113][bookmark: Check114]  |_| Yes     |_| No     If no, which events?      

8. [bookmark: Check115][bookmark: Check116]Does your Dance Department have district developed and/or required common assessments?  |_|Yes     |_| No   In what areas?        
[bookmark: Check117][bookmark: Check118]Is data analyzed and used to inform instruction?  |_|Yes    |_| No
      
9. Does your district provide adequate classroom space to carry out your intended Dance  
[bookmark: Check119][bookmark: Check120]            curriculum?  |_| Yes      |_| No      If no, explain.      

10. How does your district dance budget support your dance program?
[bookmark: Check121][bookmark: Check123]Check all that apply: 	|_| District Budget			|_|Corporate Sponsorship
[bookmark: Check122][bookmark: Check124]			|_| Educational Foundations/Grants   |_|Parental Support Groups



Section III

Curricular and Co-Curricular Opportunities


List all of the courses and opportunities (smaller ensembles/clubs) that are offered for students. Curricular is defined as taking place during school hours.  Co-curricular is defined as before or after school. Required is defined to mean that all students are required to receive this instruction.

						Music

Gr. Level    		Class/Offering    		Instructional Minutes Per Week    
K  			     				     
1.			     				     
2.			     				     
3.			     				     
4.			     				     
5.			     				     
6.			     				     
7.			     				     
8.			     				     
9.			     				     
10.			     				     
11			     				     
12			     				     


Music Ensemble Enrollment

   
            K           1           2           3           4            5          6           7          8           9          10         11          12

[bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]Band	                                                                                                               

Chorus                                                                                                                  

Orchestra                                                                                                             

Jazz                                                                                                                       

Music Tech.                                                                                                          

[bookmark: Text3]Other      





Visual Art

Gr. Level    		Name of Class/Offering    		Instructional Min. Per Week    
[bookmark: OLE_LINK5][bookmark: OLE_LINK6][bookmark: Text2]K			     					     
1.			     					     
2.			     					     
3.			     					     
4.			     					     
5.			     					     
6.			     					     
7.			     					     
8.			     					     
9.			     					     
10.			     					     
11.			     					     
12.			     					     


List the opportunities for students to publicly display their artwork in the school as well as in the community. 

1.      
2.      
3.      
4.      
5.      
6.      

List your district’s high school studio art offerings:

1.      
2.      
3.      
4.      
5.      
6.      






Theater/Drama

Gr. Level    		Name of Class/Offering    		Instructional Minutes Per Week    
K			     					     
1.			     					     
2.			     					     
3.			     					     
4.			     					     
5.			     					     
6.			     					     
7.			     					     
8.			     					     
9.			     					     
10.			     					     
11.			     					     
12.			     					     

List the opportunities for students to publicly display their work in the school as well as in the community.

1.      
2.      
3.      
4.      
5.      
6.      




Dance

Gr. Level    		Name of Class/Offering    		Instructional Minutes Per Week    
K			     					     
1.			     					     
2.			     					     
3.			     					     
4.			     					     
5.			     					     
6.			     					     
7.			     					     
8.			     					     
9.			     					     
10.			     					     
11.			     					     
12.			     					     


List the opportunities for students to publicly display their work in the school as well as in the community.

1.      
2.      
3.      
4.      
5.      
6.      



Section IV
Supportive Evidence


1.  Please attach any common district-wide student assessment tools used in your district, including art or music specific elementary report cards.

2.  You are encouraged to submit a copy of a departmental handbook, content specific pages from your high school course catalogue and a copy of your district curriculum. Electronic versions of the curriculum are recommended, but a hard copy is also acceptable.

3. Please include a paragraph or two describing unique elements of your program that may better describe your program that may not have been covered in the previous questions on this survey. Awards, recognitions, unique programs or courses, supportive parent organizations, community support, student participation in music/art regional and state events, statewide leadership positions held by staff members and selective slides, video or recordings of exemplary student work. 
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